
Good morning, Mr. Wasserman. 
You opened your fifth business lo-
cation in Europe this year. Where 
do you get the energy to continu-
ously expand?
I get the energy because I see our 
great potential; we are well respect-
ed by our customers and have really 
good people in the company. In addi-
tion, we manufacture high quality and 
value products / services in Europe. 

We have to show in Europe, that we have the potential to create jobs.

The new company, TLS Anilox GmbH, is located in Salzkotten. 
Why did you choose this location?
The reason for choosing this location here in Paderborn/Salzkotten 
is that we have a lot of companies with expertise in the field of en-
graving and precision mechanical work in this area. The importance 
of this expertise is that here we have the experts who are well trained 
in this kind of work.

How can we imagine the size of the TLS Anilox GmbH? How 
large is the plant? How many people work in Salzkotten?
Currently, the built-up area encompasses 2,000 square meters with 
the option to expand to 4,000 to 5,000 square meters. At the mo-
ment, we have twenty five employees and hope that one day the 
company will double its staff.

The official opening took place in June 2015. Which parties 
were invited to the inauguration? Did the press report?
Yes, we were fortunate that all members of the Anilox team were there, 
including those of TLS Germany from Langenfeld who work together 
with Salzkotten. Representatives of the City of Salzkotten, the mayor, 
some customers and suppliers as well as local community members 
and neighbors were present at the inauguration as well. All the major 
stakeholders who worked during the building process with us were 
also there. The press reported in detail in different newspapers. 

The plant buildings are brand new, the machine park is first-
class high-tech and the equipment is governed by the princi-
ple of sustainability. Is this interaction a result of your compa-
ny‘s strategy?

Yes, it is! And I’m glad about this. It is the first time that we built a 
completely new plant. We did our best to learn from the existing 
plants and improve the new one. This was a great chance to build 
something from scratch with state of the art equipment, renewable 
energy and optimized production flow. This is an essential part of 
our shared value strategy, where sustainability is at, the heart of our 
strategy and our activities.

Your company in Langenfeld focuses on the coating of new 
components in the engineering sector. What is the core com-
petence of the TLS Anilox GmbH?
The core competence of Anilox is laser engraving and finishing, 
complete part manufacturing for individual and serial parts, new 
parts and repairs, as well as analysis and consultancy.

In parallel with the expansion of the company you are cur-
rently pushing a new product which is named “TeroLux“. What 
is behind this?
TeroLux is a patent pending new coating and engraving technology 
which is intended to assist the printer with some specific advantages 
compared to standard ceramic engraved Anilox rolls.

What is the difference between this innovative coating and 
the standard coating of an anilox roll?
The new coating is a metal coating providing a much finer surface 
roughness. This is the primary difference compared to the standard 
ceramic coating. The main advantage is that with the same number 
of lines you get a longer lifetime and better ink volume, resulting in 
a much better quality print. Another benefit is that you can print finer 
lines yielding a better graphic design on the packaging. With this 
Anilox TeroLux the wear on the doctor blade as well as the vibration 
of the machine during operation are reduced and homogeneity is 
improved. The Anilox cylinder also takes less time to clean, thus 
reducing the setup time. 

Will you be present at trade fairs this year where we could get 
more information about this interesting project?
We were at the LabelExpo, the main fair for labels and the packag-
ing industry worldwide which takes place in in Brussels at the end of 
September. We were also represented at the FachPack in Nürnberg 
and in the future probably at the Drupa tradeshow.

GTS RING OF HONOUR 
WINNER 2015: 
CHRISTOPHER WASSERMAN
The GTS executive board honors high-ranking individuals who have 
made a special contribution to the technology of thermal spraying 
with the GTS ring of honor. This year, the executive and advisory 
boards of the Association of Thermal Spraying e.V. (GTS) were in 
complete agreement that the Swiss businessman Christopher Was-

serman absolutely deserved the GTS ring of honor for his long-time 
commitment and his innovative ideas.
 On April 27, 1998 Christopher Wasserman founded the TeroLab 
Surface group. By now, his business comprises five locations in four 
countries. The Swiss businessman may definitely be considered a vi-
sionary within the GTS. Modern corporate management – through 
certifications or subjects such as social responsibility – characterizes 
his business style.
 Christopher Wasserman is also President and co-founder of the 
Foundation Ecophilos as well as the Zermatt Summit Foundation, a 
catalyst designed for business leaders to spark inspiration, share in-
novation and translate into action new business development models 
that promote human dignity in our globalized world. 
 At the same time, Christopher Wasserman set up the Rene Was-
sermann Award. Every three years, this innovative award is granted 
to an outstanding thermal spray/coating technology company at the 
ITSC in Europe. The jury, consisting of GTS board members, honors 
splendid economic performance in conjunction with TLS values of 
corporate responsibility in social, communal and ecological terms. 
The winner receives 10,000 Swiss Francs. The GTS is pleased to have 
Christopher Wasserman among them as a provider/generator of val-
uable ideas for many years to come. 

THREE QUESTIONS
ANSWERED BY ONE 
EXPERT

We are asking Dr. Klaus Nassenstein, 
managing direction of GTV: What are the 
trends in the world of coating?
I can describe trends only from GTV point of 
view. First, we see an increased use of ther-
mal sprayed coating in the automotive sector. 
This affects particularly the coating of alumi-
num cylinder crank cases in a new series pro-

duction as well as in the repair of engine blocks.
 The generation of heating conductor layers in connection with 
laser structuring also has to be mentioned. In these multi-layer coat-
ing systems, electrical energy is very efficiently converted to heat. 
Finally, suspension spraying is something we see as having a lot of 
potential that has not truly prevailed yet. I consider these three key 
aspects to be important trends for our company.

What are the advantages of laser cladding?
To begin with, laser cladding can only be used for metallic coat-
ings with and without carbide strengthening. Other types of material 
such as ceramic cannot be successfully processed yet. The great ad-
vantage of processing metals is a high efficiency of 90 – 95%. Fur-
thermore, masking of components and blasting can be omitted. The 
term strength of pretreatment does not apply because the coating 
forms a metallurgical bond with the base material. In my opinion, 
these are the three advantages of laser cladding.

What in your opinion characterizes a good hired coater?
A good coating company should provide a broad spectrum of meth-
ods and materials processing to be able to successfully repair a wide 
variety of parts that are delivered for repair of refinement. It may 
even be capable of coating specific products in series. And most 
important is of course a great flexibility to keep customers waiting 
for their products as little as possible. Otherwise, we will get stuck 
with them sooner or later! 
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DESCRIPTION OF GTV 
GTV Wear Protection GmbH has been specializing in ther-
mally sprayed component surfaces and plant engineering 
since 1983. A strong commitment and passion for develop-
ment and specialization have always motivated the group of 
companies which is successfully continued in the second gen-
eration of owners by Stefan Kill and Dr. Klaus Nassenstein.

On behalf of the GTS members Christopher Wasserman was honored with the 
GTS ring of honor in June 2015. (Photo:GTS e.V. / Christian Penszior)
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The TLS Anilox GmbH, based in Salzkotten, manufactures coated 

and laser engraved anilox rolls and sleeves for the printing and coat-

ing industry. We are now launching a new product – TeroLux – with 

a nearly non-porous surface resulting in amazing printing results.

 For more than three decades, the ceramic coating of anilox rolls 

has proven its worth / has stood to the test. These laser engrava-

ble coatings provide an extremely high wear protection. Neverthe-

less, the R&D department at TLS Anilox GmbH has been exploring 

further potentials for optimization. During this development pro-

cess, we were able to resolve the remaining porosity of the ce-

ramic coating and advance to the unlimited field of finest lines.  

The result: TeroLux

 Currently, inquiries about high-quality print motives in flexible 

packaging having been increasing, subsequently putting higher de-

mands on greater screen counts on printing plates, and on anilox 

rolls. The metallic surface allows a detailed reproduction of very 

fine screen dots with a high edge definition resulting in prints of an 

outstanding quality.

TEROLUX – THE NEXT GENERATION 

OF ANILOX ROLL COATING
Can you tell me at the end of this interview, where you will see 
the TLS Anilox GmbH heading over the next five years?
If we work well this company should be one of the leading com-
panies in Europe in this field with a sales volume of 6 to 10 million 
Euros.  

 Existing lines can be replaced by finer engravings without having 

to put up with a loss in density or having to change the ink manage-

ment. In addition, the closed and smooth gutters of the engraving 

provide a good support to the screen dot. Although nearly identical 

values regarding opacity were obtained during the test, significant-

ly sharper edges can be printed with the finer engraving.

ADVANTAGES OF TEROLUX 

• Long service life

• Easy to clean

• Ideal for fine lineatures

• Reduction of the wear  

on the Doctor blade

• Low-vibration operation

• Homogeneity

CONCLUSION

The print tests with TeroLux rolls yielded very impressive results. It 

also became obvious that this new coating material holds a great 

number of potentials yet to be explored. This suggests that in the 

future engraving parameters can be implemented which today fail 

at physical constraints. Author: Jürgen Brauckmann 

EDITORIAL
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen and 
friends of our company, in the current 
edition of TLS News I would like to welcome 
you with a detailed description of the latest 
member of the TLS company group, the TLS 
Anilox GmbH. Furthermore, I would like to 
introduce our new head of research and 
development, Dr. Thorsten Stoltenhoff. He 
is setting new standards for TLS Germany 
in Langenfeld.

 The TLS Anilox GmbH explores further optimization potentials for 
„TeroLux“. Find out more about the next generation of coatings of 
anilox rolls. In addition, we were able to win Dr. Klaus Nassenstein 
from GTV Verschleißschutz GmbH for our expert Interview. Last but 
not least, it was my privilege and pleasure to accept the „GTS“-ring 
of honor from the „Gemeinschaft Thermisches Spritzen. As the year 
2015 is coming to its end, I would like to wish you a peaceful Advent 
season, a wonderful Christmas and a successful new year 2016.

Christopher Wasserman, President of the Terolab Surface Group 

ALLROUNDER 
IN THE RIGHT POSITION
Dr. Thorsten Stoltenhoff has been head of research and develop-
ment at TLS Germany GmbH in Langenfeld since the beginning of 
2015. Born in Hamm, he moved to Hamburg to study mechanical 
engineering before getting involved in the world of coating in the 
Rhineland. „I’m fascinated by the multifaceted work of coatings. You 
get in contact with virtually every possible type of industry and get 
to know very different technical applications – from a washer to rolls 
weighing tons“, explains Dr. Stoltenhoff enthusiastically.

 At Terolab Surface GmbH, he is setting up a new development 
department. Simultaneously, he is in touch with several universities, 
supporting a number of different sponsored projects. Among the key 
aspects of his appointment is the cooperation with various commit-
tees – be it the leading national Organization for the Advancement 
of Applied Research and Development in Medium-sized Companies 
(AiF), the Association of Thermal Sprayers or the network of the 

German Association for Welding and Related Processes. 
 In Langenfeld, he started the „Initiative Operational Excellence“. 
The essential issues are continuous improvement and interaction of 
quality management, lean management, process and project man-
agement, team work, communication and motivation. This model 
has to be put into practice, meaning it is about discipline for every-

one involved – no matter if superior or employee. It is these changes 
that are necessary to guarantee customers a high level of delivery 
reliability and quality.“
 It is this expert of customers as well as employees that character-
izes Dr. Thorsten Stoltenhoff. 
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The new buildings of TLS Anilox GmbH in Salzkotten

Dr. Thorsten Stoltenhoff (left) at his weekly meeting in the department 
Thermal Spraying

WHAT‘S UP
April 25 – 29, 2016 
HANNOVER MESSE 2016
Hannover, Germany
www.hannovermesse.de

May 10 – 12, 2016
ITSC 2015 – International Thermal Spray
Conference & Exposition
Shanghai
www.dvs-ev.de/itsc2016/

May 31 – June 10, 2016 
DRUPA
Düsseldorf, Germany
www.drupa.de

May 31 – June 02, 2016  
O&S, Internationale Fachmesse für 
Oberflächen & Schichten
Stuttgart, Germany
www.ounds-messe.de

TeroLux (grinded) Chromium oxide (grinded)

Chrome Ceramic TeroLux™


