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TLS Medical in France is managed by 
Blanchard Nitoumbi. He is in charge 
of the biomedical sector of the Ter-
oLab Surface Group. The company 
specialises in coatings for orthopae-
dic implants. 

When did you take up the post of 
managing director of TLS Medical, 
the French subsidiary of the Tero-
Lab Surface Group?

I took up the post of managing director of TLS Medical on 
04/07/2016. This is rather strange for me as I must admit that I had 
already worked for the company from 1987 to 1999 and had held 
various posts up to Management Assistant.

What objectives or strategies are you pursuing with TLS Medical?
The objectives are primarily to ensure sustainability of the activities, 
preservation of jobs, development of employees in the performance 

of their respective roles and of course the profitability of the sector. 
The strategies that are close to my heart are the consolidation of 
our client portfolio, a sustainable and beneficial partnership for all 
parties and a leading position in the biomedical sector in France, 
Europe and throughout the world.

What are your current projects?
We currently have many projects in the pipeline. They will enable us 
to grow fairly quickly over the next 3 years and create many jobs.
 
What is your personal recipe for success?
My personal recipe for success is based on enormous confidence in 
my achievements, enormous respect for our clients, good employee 
relations and the ability to follow through with my ideas.

How do you relax in the evenings and at weekends?
At weekends, I usually tend my plants and flowers. I like doing DIY 
and design too. I occasionally go for walks. Computer program-
ming also helps me relax. 

INTERVIEW WITH BLANCHARD NITOUMBI

EDITORIAL
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends, 
A lot has happened since the last edi-
tion of TLS.I am particularly proud of 
the fact that TeroLab Surface GmbH in 
Langenfeld is the first coatings special-
ist company in the world to gain ad-
mission to the community of certified 
B Corps. Our aim in becoming a certi-
fied B Corp was to join a major global 
network for responsible, sustainable 
business management.

TLS Medical welcomes a new manager, Mr. Blanchard, on board.
The new company TLS Anilox GmbH opened its doors for its very 
first “Customer Day” together with an in-house trade fair. We are 
also pleased to have found the perfect manager for Anilox in Mr. 
Andreas Willeke.
We were able to persuade the Chairman of GTS, Werner Krömmer, 
to take part in our interview with an expert for this edition.
I wish you a prosperous 2018.

Christopher Wasserman, President of the TeroLab Surface Group 

Editors: 
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Managing Editor: Kerstin Hase
Layout/Design: Dierßen Kommunikationdesign



TeroLab Surface GmbH is the first coatings specialist company in 
the world to succeed in gaining admission to the community of cer-
tified B Corps. 
The B Corp certification originated in the USA. This certification is 
designed for companies that not only wish to be judged by their eco-
nomic success, but are keen to champion social and environmental 
issues as well. Around 1,300 firms from 41 countries throughout 
the world have joined the community of Certified B Corporations. B 
Corp sees itself as a movement of and for companies that are using 
a next generation business model successfully today. 
In Langenfeld, TeroLab Surface GmbH produces functional surfaces 
that perform under the most extreme conditions of wear and cor-

rosion. TLS offers its customers the opportunity to accomplish this 
task in a sustainable and resource-efficient manner with thermal spray 
technology. This step demonstrates our commitment to sustainability. 

TEROLAB SURFACE GMBH JOINS 
THE CLUB OF RESPONSIBLE COMPANIES

“We want to become a certified B Corp so that we 
can join a major global network for responsible, 
sustainable business management.”

Wolfram Unterberg, director

SCAN QR-CODE AND 

SEE THE B-CORP-MOVIE!
VISIT OURYOUTUBE-CHANNEL

The situation is slightly more complicated with respect to thermal 
spraying; as there is not such a large market I would consider this 
to be too specialised at present. The apprenticeship is based on 
individual modules. This involves sending my employee to an ETS 
“European Thermal Sprayer” course and I can have him trained in 
every spray method.
If I then wish my employee to specialise, he will have to complete 
an additional four-week course as a “spray supervisor”. External 
trainers with experience in the sector teach the relevant skills in 
workshops. We’ve now received international accreditation for this 
course to enable other countries to access these course contents as 
well. This is a great step forward for the budding thermal sprayer as 
well as for the Gemeinschaft Thermisches Spritzen.

3. What do you think of the fact that TeroLab Surface GmbH 
is the first coatings specialist company in the world to receive 
the B Corp certification?
I wasn’t familiar with the B Corp certification as it originated in the 
USA. I then researched the topic. Companies apparently want to use 
the B Corp certification to show that they are committed to sustaina-
bility and now intend to develop their businesses to serve the public 
interest. I must say that a great deal of work is required to obtain this 
certification. These topics are relevant for all self-respecting Ger-
man companies. But none of them today really have the courage 
or recognise the need to aspire to a certificate. I think it’s wonderful 
that TLS is the first coatings specialist company in the world to pro-
mote this issue. And I wonder whether this B Corp certification will 
gain acceptance in Europe.  

THREE QUESTIONS 
TO AN EXPERT

We interviewed Werner Krömmer, 
managing director of Gemeinschaft 
Thermisches Spritzen (GTS), on 
25.9.2017 at „Schweißen und Schnei-
den” (the trade fair for the welding, cut-
ting and joining sectors) in Düsseldorf: 

1. The issue of sustainability is very 
much in the news in Germany. How 
would you describe the commitment 
by GTS with regard to sustainability?

The issue of sustainability is very relevant for Gemeinschaft Ther-
misches Spritzen at present. We’ll soon be 25 years old and we’ve 
been thinking about how to thank the founding members for their 
commitment in the initial days and over the years until the present 
time. We’ve ascertained that we had 100 members in the first 6 
years and with a few exceptions they’ve been with us throughout 
these 25 years. This demonstrates to us that we are offering our 
members responsible and sustainable membership. We always try to 
support and address those hot topics that are more difficult for small 
and medium-sized enterprises to deal with in the community than 
large manufacturing companies. It’s really nice to see how everyone 
is pulling together and supporting this large family.

2. What do you think about the job of coater becoming a rec-
ognised occupation? For example, coater specialising “ther-
mal spraying”? 
Coating is now a skilled trade in the electroplating sector. We are 
talking here about a three-year apprenticeship in Nuremberg and in 
Schwäbisch Gmünd.

We are happy to announce that we have a new YouTube channel 
which can be accessed through the link on the bottom of the home-
page on our website or by searching directly on YouTube.
We have uploaded a vlog to show you our DVS practice workshop, 
a two-day tour of the TeroLab Surface GmbH with students from all 
over Germany. Please feel free to share this video.
You will also find the video of the B-Corporation „We have a Dream“ 
there. The makers of B-Corp certify companies in terms of sustain-
able business management. We are proud to be a member of this 
community and would like to show our solidarity. 

NEW YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
WHAT‘S UP
23. – 27. April 2018 
HANNOVER MESSE
Hannover, Deutschland
www.hannovermesse.de

07. – 10. May 2018
ITSC 2018 – International Thermal Spray
Conference & Exposition
Orlando, USA
www.asminternational.org/web/itsc-2018

05. – 07. June 2018 
SURFACE TECHNOLOGY GERMANY
Stuttgart, Deutschland
www.surface-technology-germany.de



Many visitors took advantage of the Customer Day organised by 

TLS Anilox GmbH to obtain on-site information about the company 

and to get to know the management and staff on site.

The co-exhibitors were already erecting their exhibition stands 

in the lobby of the laser engraving building in the early morning. 

Christopher Wasserman, President of the TeroLab Surface Group, 

welcomed all those present with a short speech. Shortly afterwards 

the guests were offered an extensive programme.

The managers guided the guests through the individual building 

complexes and explained the individual processes on site. Small 

groups gave customers the opportunity to address their questions 

or problems to experts in face-to-face discussions. 

The exhibition stands of the respective co-exhibitors were also very 

popular. Many visitors took advantage of the opportunity to obtain 

detailed information about the screen roller. 

TLS Anilox GmbH was assisted on this day by the following companies:

SUCCESSFUL IN-HOUSE TRADE FAIR AT TLS ANILOX GMBH

• Alphasonics, which supplies ultrasonic cleaning systems for 

screen rollers

• Troika – Anicam specialises in analysis management systems 

for screen rollers

• Carl Ostermann Erben GmbH  is a manufacturer of reproduc-

tion and printing plates

• Print & Converting Technology exhibited numerous compo-

nents for the printing industry

• GraphXX printing solution specialises in printing tools and 

accessories

• TZT specialises in technical rollers 

• Bolz Production focuses on roller bodies

In addition to a great deal of business talk and panels of experts 

that were formed spontaneously TLS Anilox GmbH provided an 

East Westphalian culinary feast at lunchtime followed by delicious 

coffee.

The overwhelmingly positive response from the visitors has given 

the new company the impetus to consider arranging a similar event 

in the future. 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
In Salzkotten the new coating centre is the innovative centrepiece of 
TLS Anilox manufacturing. Innovative control technology combined 
with excellent process monitoring makes it one of the most modern 
coating centres in Europe. The dimensions of 3m x 5.5m x 4m pro-
vide the basis for high scalability.

NOT JUST GRINDING
In Langenfeld our surface finishing is based on sustainability and the 
efficient use of resources. This is why we use thermal spray technolo-
gy. The components are carefully prepared for the coating process by 
manufacturing processes such as turning and milling, cleaning and 
corundum blasting.
After coating we complete the finishing process with post-processing 
steps such as grinding, lapping, polishing, brushing or super finish-
ing. We have invested in a modern surface grinder to provide you 
with consistently high quality in all areas and to meet the new require-
ments of our customers. Customer satisfaction in all areas is the most 
important factor for us.

RELAUNCH
The Group’s website needed a revamp. A young, international team 
was keen to create a completely new layout, new content, new pho-
tos – quite simply a new look for the TeroLab Surface Group.

NEW LOOK
And since we were in full swing, we redesigned the company bro-
chures for the two German sites. We would be pleased to send you 
the brochures if you are interested. It’s worthwhile!

FACE-TO-FACE
There are always places and hard-
ware in a company that become a 
little tired and well-used over time. 
In our case our internal meeting 
room was in need of some TLC (ten-
der loving care) and we are proud to 
announce that our second meeting 
room has, at last, been given a con-
temporary makeover.  

INVESTMENTS BEAR FRUIT



TeroLab Surface GmbH was present as usual at the annual welding 
& cutting trade fair, Schweißen und Schneiden, and shared a booth 
with the thermal spraying community, GTS. The event took place in 
Düsseldorf this year. The opening evening was dedicated to sports 
as Moderator Rudi Cerne interviewed Laura Ludwig and Kira Walk-
enhorst, Olympic beach volleyball champions.

The DVS practice workshop took place on 9th & 10th November 
2017 in Langenfeld at TeroLab Surface GmbH. Interested mechan-
ical engineering students from all over Germany visited TLS to gain 
insight into the art of thermal coating. After a presentation of the 
Association for Welding and related methods, Jens Rossen (fourth 
from the right) gave a fascinating presentation of TLS and, the first 
promising contacts were made at the dinner which followed.
The next morning, the students gathered to inspect the factories 

In total, the fair attracted around 50,000 visitors. Numerous inter-
ested people took the opportunity to inform themselves about the 
manifold possibilities of surface finishing. Everyday our experienced 
sales staff were available to address the questions and converse with 
customers from all over the world. 

in small groups. Equipped with safety shoes, the prospective aca-
demics were also able to try out by lending a hand themselves. The 
coating hall, the mechanical pre- and post-processing, the quality 
control and the laboratory were thoroughly examined. After a deli-
cious lunch the Sales Management  team sat with the aspirants for 
some time and answered their last questions. The feedback from the 
eager academics could not have been better. Yet once again a very 
pleasant event between the DVS and the TLS. 

AT THE FAIR: SCHWEISSEN UND SCHNEIDEN

„This was a very successful trade show where TeroLab Surface was able to present its 
versatile product range from new part production to repair coatings. One of the greatest 
successes was the many international leads and contacts that were collected that we can 
now successfully develop into happy clients.
The shared GTS booth also allowed for many expert discussions with suppliers and special-
ists in the field of thermal spraying.“

Jens Rossen, Head of Sales

DVS AND TLS – A CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP OF DECADES BEARS FRUIT


